
Message from Superintendent Mike Moan to all D200 Families 
November 23, 2020 
 
Dear District 200 Families: 

Unfortunately, there’s been no improvement in COVID-19 statistics locally nor in much of the 
nation. As we approach the semester’s end and the coming holidays, we’ve determined that the 
only appropriate course of action is to remain in remote learning through December, 18 — our 
last scheduled attendance day before Winter Break.  

The McHenry County Health Department’s school metrics remain far out of reach in November. 
COVID-19 test positivity has been at or near 20 percent while the county metric goal is under 8 
percent, the incidence rate is at 80 per 100,000 while the goal is 14, and the weekly count of new 
cases has risen by hundreds of cases each week. 

We appreciate how difficult the past nine months have been and how much the pandemic has 
affected our families in many ways. We’re grateful for the encouragement you’ve provided for 
your children, for your willingness to adjust, and for your patience as we continue teaching 
through the worst of this crisis. 

While no one can predict the future, many scientists did predict that these few months would be a 
difficult phase of the pandemic. Those predictions have proven accurate. We’d hoped for better 
news that the metrics might allow students to return to classrooms before the year ended, but 
that isn’t the case. 

We know remote learning isn’t ideal, but we are extremely proud of the way our students and 
staff have responded to this temporary reality. While it seems like forever, particularly because of 
the stress it’s put on all of us, it is temporary. Students and teachers will eventually return to 
classrooms — a celebration we eagerly anticipate. 

While we all would like more certainty, we’ve made these difficult decisions incrementally with 
optimism and the intention that we will return to classrooms as soon as possible. It is our hope 
that students will be able to return to school early in 2021. As always, staff constantly prepares 
for that eventuality. As always, we will keep you informed when that decision is made. 

In the meantime, we’d urge everyone to continue to wear face coverings in public, avoid 
gatherings, remain socially distant, and follow other health professional recommendations to help 
slow the spread of COVID-19. 

As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday we are reminded how thankful we are for this 
opportunity to teach, to be a positive influence in the lives of our students, and to live and work in 
a community that values education. 

No matter the obstacles, it is a privilege to guide children toward a lifetime of learning. No matter 
the circumstances, that gratitude remains unchanged. We hope you have a wonderful and safe 
Thanksgiving as we all look forward to a better future. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Moan, EdD 
Superintendent of Schools 


